
Figure 1:  Share of SEAAs Deported from Fiscal Years 1998-2026

Southeast Asian Americans (SEAAs) number over three million  in the United States, and

most arrived in the United States as refugees or are the children of refugees. This fact sheet

focuses on the deportations of Southeast Asian  individuals from Cambodia, Laos, and

Vietnam.  These communities continue to face unique socioeconomic, educational, health,

and immigration challenges shaped by their refugee experiences, including displacement

and resettlement in under-resourced communities. 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
42% of all Southeast Asian deportations occurred in Fiscal Years 2025 and 2026.
There has been a 20-fold increase in the deportations of Southeast Asian elders.
The Department of Homeland Security is deporting individuals who have lived
in the United States for decades, including a significant number of Vietnamese
individuals who arrived in the United States prior to July 12, 1995. 

Who Are Southeast Asian Americans?

The Rising Deportations of Southeast Asian Americans
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*See data in appendix



Figure 2:  SEAA Elders Deported
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A Significant Portion of SEAAs with Convictions
Deported in FY 2025 and 2026 Have Decades-
Old Convictions

58% of Cambodians with a conviction deported

have a 20+ year old conviction

57% of Laotians with a conviction deported

have a 20+ year old conviction 

50% of Vietnamese with a conviction deported

have a 20+ year old conviction 

SEAAs are uniquely impacted by the US immigration enforcement system due to the

intersection of their resettlement conditions and criminalization.  As a result, long-term

residents bear a disproportionate share of deportations: pre-1995 Vietnamese refugees (see

pg. 3 below for details), individuals with decades-old convictions, and older adults (see

Figure 2) with deep family and community ties.  

As shown in Figure 1,  deportations of

SEAAs increased significantly from the

Clinton (FY1998-FY 2000) through

Obama (FY2009-FY2016) administrations,

fell sharply under Biden administration

(FY2021-2024), and have surged

dramatically since 2025, with the

deportations of Laotians and Vietnamese

seeing particularly drastic increases. 

64% of all Laotian deportations and
51% of all Vietnamese deportations
since 1998 have occurred between
FY2025 and FY2026.

42% of all Southeast Asian
deportations occurred during
that same period. 

Who Is Being Deported? 

In FY2025 and FY2026, 78.6% of

all Southeast Asians deported had

a conviction that was at least a

decade old, and 53.3% had a

conviction that was at least two

decades old. In FY2024, nine

SEAA elders were deported. In

FY2025 alone, that number rose

to 182 – a more than 20-fold

increase in a single year. 
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Figure 3:  Pre-95 Vietnamese Deportations
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Figure 4: SEAAs with a Final Order of Removal

Pre-1995 Vietnamese Deportations are on the Rise
The 2008 US-Vietnam repatriation agreement previously protected Vietnamese refugees

who entered the United States prior to July 12, 1995 from deportation.  Those protections

were eliminated in the 2020 US-Vietnam agreement negotiated under the first Trump

Administration.   As Figure 3 shows, deportations of these populations have increased

significantly in FY 2025 and 2026.

In FY2025, 37% of
deported Vietnamese
were pre-1995 arrivals.

In FY2026, this figure
increased to 41%. 

Southeast Asians With an Order of Removal
Deportations represent only half of the impact of immigration enforcement on SEAAs.

Thousands still live with a final order of removal and in a state of limbo, unsure if they can

remain with their families in the United States. Figure 4    shows that: 

19,216 SEAAs have been ordered removed since 1998    ; and 

About 14,788 SEAAs still live in the United States with a final order of removal.

Additionally, the data also show that 76% of all SEAA removal orders are because of contact

with the criminal legal system.
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Limit the deportations of Southeast Asian refugees
Cosponsor the   Southeast Asian Deportation Relief Act

Reform the United States immigration enforcement
system

Reintroduce the   New Way Forward Act    

Narrow deportation grounds and establish a statute 

       of limitations for immigration enforcement

Increase oversight of immigration enforcement 
Increase oversight of Immigration and Customs Enforcement

(ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP); and 

Prevent any further funding through appropriations,

reconciliation, or any other funding mechanisms to either ICE

or CBP. 

Expand immigration relief and support for
immigrants facing removal 

Restore judicial discretion of immigration judges; 

Establish a right to reopen proceedings for individuals who

were deported because of unlawful removal orders or because

their convictions(s) was/were vacated; 

Create an opportunity for previously deported immigrants

and refugees to return home to the United States. 
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POLICY SOLUTIONS

This act provides

deportation relief,

work authorization,

and a pathway for

eligible deported

individuals to

return to the United

States.

This act ends

mandatory

detention, bans for-

profit detention

facilities, and limits

deportation. It also

forbids state and

local law

enforcement from

conducting

immigration

enforcement.
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FY
1998-
2000

FY
2001-
2004

FY
2005-
2008

FY
2009-
2012

FY
2013-
2016

FY
2017-
2020

FY
2021-
2024

FY
2025-
2026

Cambodian 4% 15% 12% 22% 14% 21% 3% 9%

Laotian 3% 6% 9% 10% 2% 5% 1% 64%

Vietnamese 1% 3% 5% 8% 8% 16% 8% 51%

Total SEAA 2% 7% 8% 12% 9% 15% 5% 42%

Total SEAA
Deportations

105 307 336 540 395 685 209 1852
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